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THE BISHOP’S LETTER. 


CHENGTU, 
SZECHWAN, 
~Wesr CHina. 


9th May, 1935. 


My Dear | 


Had my plans been dialed out, I should have 
been writing this letter not from Chengtu but from 
Tiangshan, for that, I see, is the place mentioned | 
for to-day in the itinerary { drew up some weeks, 
ago. But it is seldom that plans can be carried out 
in Szechwan in these days, and one of the lessons 
we have to learn is to be willing to be guided day 
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by day and to be ready to seize whatever oppor- 
tunity of service is given us. 


The political situation. The reason for the 
radical alteration in my arrangements is the sudden 
irruption of the Communist armies into the west 
of the province, which had hitherto been practically 
free from their activities. After holding a meeting 
of the Diocesan Standing Committee in Shunking 
during the latter part of March, it was my intention 
to travel slowly through the congregations in the 
east of the Diocese, and to be occupied thus for a 
period of over three months. The Reds had already 
‘increased their territory in the south towards | 
Nanpu, but there appeared to be ample forces 
opposed to them, so I did not hesitate to go forward 
with my own normal work, and had the satisfaction 
of spending a long and happy week-end with Mr. 
Denham in Chowkow, although it had already 
seemed wise for the missionaries from that station 
_ to move to Shunking as a precaution. 


I was eagerly looking forward to spending a 
whole week with Pastor John Wang in his parish of 
Yingshan; but on my arrival there, I learned from 
General Yang Seng, the commander of the 20th 
Army (who was living in the mission residence, 
leaving me an attic at the gate!) that the Reds had 
succeeded in crossing the Kialing River, an obstac le 
thought hitherto to be an insuperable obstacle in 
their path, and had captured Paoning and Nanpu. 
He indicated to me that he expected them to pro- 


gress quickly in a westerly direction as the opposing © 


armies were not putting up much of a resistance; 
and that is what took place. I spent a day minister- 
ing to the church in Yingshan—it has suffered much 
directly and indirectly from previous Red advances 
—and retraced my steps. Shunking was in a some- 
‘what perturbed condition, for it was not known but 
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that the enemy might. make an 1 attempt to capture 
it, and though disaster was by no means certain, the 
risk was sufficiently great to make it desirable to 
send most of the missionaries and their Chinese 
dependents away; this seemed the niore necessary 
as it was the desire of the local military authorities. 
It was a great trial, especially to those whose work 
lay in Shunking itself, and who had been spared 
previous evacuations, but all loyally followed the 
directions of those responsible. 


No motor transport was available for Shunking, 
_ so the journey back to Chengtu seemed almost inter- 
-minable under such circumstances. On my arrival 
five days later, it was to find the mission compound 
fairly full of refugees, both missionaries and 
Chinese workers, and others came in shortly after- 
wards from the adjacent cities. It was a great relief 
to find that all had been able to get away from 
danger in time, though in some cases there had not 
been much: of a margin, notably in those of our 
fellow-workers from P’ingwu, Mr. and Mrs. Bazire 
and their children, and Mr. Robert. Had they left 
only a day or two later it is possible they might 
have fallen into the hands of the Communists, for 
it was not long before the valley road between 
Chongpa and P’ingwu was cut, and P’ingwu in 
their possession. Miss Culver well and Miss Lloyd 
left Futsunyi only about two days before the Com- 
munists arrived; but the ‘‘ loyal ’’ troops had 
already looted their residence. 


Our colleagues had not been long in | Chénete 
when the competent military authority formally re- 
quested that all foreigners whose presence was not 
absolutely essential in the city should leave for 
places of greater safety, and so within a few days 
all the women missionaries and children were either 
in Tzechung or Chungking, having gone by motor 
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truck or hospital ambulance, or by the big fourteen 
seater tri-motor aeroplane. As the Reds are a 
modern menace in this country, it is well that escape 
should be possible by modern methods! The men 
are still in Chengtu and although they are hoping 
it may not be necessary to leave, they are prepared 
to walk out at the last moment with a minimum 
amount of baggage. 


At the moment of writing, the military position | 
is somewhat indeterminate. The Reds are in the 
greatest force around Chongpa, which place they 
have occupied for many days, also our old station 
of Shihchiien, and are not far from Anhsien. A 
- friendly general, one usually optimistic, told us that 
the present fierce fighting which has been going on 
for five days will continue for some time still, but 
that the result is most uncertain. All the reinforce- 
ments possible have already been sent to the aid of 


attacks, carried out simultaneously with air raids 
by bombing ’planes, the result has been negligible, 
and there is no means of ascertaining in what direc- 
tion the Reds will next advance. Although it is 
not likely that Chengtu will fall to the enemy, 
preparations are going forward as if a siege were 
to be expected, though doubtless all this is in the 
nature of extreme precaution. Rumours abound, 
as may be imagined, but a calm survey of the 
actual situation compels admission of the fact that 
there is no small danger of the Reds advancing 

further in this direction. It is certainly to be hoped | 
-that Mienchu may be spared, with the. splendid 
hospital there, where Dr. Ho and Pastor hin are 
courageously carrying on not far from the front'line. 


Should it not prove feasible for the Reds to 
advance in this direction, they will probably move 
towards Sungpan and Mowchow, and perhaps try 
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and carve out a kingdom (or rather, a Soviet- 
Socialist area) in the region of Sikong, from which 
place they will be able to make periodical attacks 
in this direction whenever vigilance is relaxed: or 
division appears among their opponents. It may be 


some years before such a horde—they are variously _— 


reputed to be from sixty to a hundred thousand 
strong—can be completely eliminated; under con- | 
ditions more favourable to the government forces, 
these were occupied for some seven years in clear- 


ing a smaller group from Kiangsi. We must be 


prepared therefore for opportunities more restricted 


than formerly, but we must not be less eager to 


avail oursétves of those given us. 


Conditions in the-east and north of the Diocese 
are much improved. Paoning, Nanpu, Kwangyuan, 
etc., have been recovered by the government, and 
refugees are returning. Wherever the Reds have 
been, all our property has been thoroughly looted, 
not necessarily by the Communists, but with their 
approval. The account given elsewhere i in this issue 


- of conditions in Paoning is typical of most places 


that have fallen at any time into enemy hands. The 


_ desecration of the grave of Bishop and Mrs. Cassels 


is specially a cause of sadness. Workers are 


gradually returning to Shunking, and places such 


as Yingshan and Paoning, whilst not yet fit for 
permanent missionary occupation, will have visits 
paid by responsible workers. Mr. Denham is so 
occupied at the moment with Dr. Gray and others. 


Refugee Relief. It is my delightful duty in 


this place to express my deep gratitude to the many 
in China and the homelands who have sent gifts for 


this purpose. I must make special mention of 
our fellow churchfolk in the Dioceses of North 


China and Shanghai, whose gifts have been par- 
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ticularly large, approaching $2,000 in both cases- 
These funds are being disbursed with care and are 


bringing deeply ‘appreciated relief. 


Fhe: Bethel Band. Although these workers 
were not able to fulfil the programme prepared for 


them owing to political conditions, they have been 


able to spend some. three months or more in a 
_ manner highly profitable to the Christian Church in 
Szechwan. The testimony borne to their work in 


Liangshan has. been strikingly consistent, and > 


the church there is rejoicing in life renewed for 


service. As these lines are being written, a work 


is going on in Wanhsien the results of which will 
surely be seen in victory and progress. Paowing, 


Shunking. and Mienyang, have had to forego the 


joy of receiving the ministry of the Band to which 
they had eagerly looked forward, but God’s power 


| be made available in some other way. 


Notwithstanding the clouded political skies, we — 


were. given after all the great pleasure of "the 
promised visit of the Rev. and Mrs. F. Hougaton. 
In spite of a long absence from China, they imme- 
diately took their plage among us as experienced 


missionaries. Our brother’s ministry was most ~ 


helpful, and most deeply appreciated in both the 
west and the east of the Diocese, and it was a 


privilege to have his counsel in the meeting of the 


Standing Committee. It was.difficult not to wish 
that these gifted workers might be restored to their 
old sphere of labour in Szechwan. 


Miss H. E. Cough. Since my + letter in 
these pages was written, this valued colleague has 
been taken from us. During the brief period sitice 
I came to Szechwan I met Miss Gough not seldom, 
but always under abnormal circumstances, either 
of sickness or evacuation. Her courage and cheer- 
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fulness were always outstanding, whatever her Cir- 
cumstances might be, and to me as a newcomer to a 
difficult field it was always a tonic to be with her. 

Many others, particularly her. Chinesé sisters, will 
thank God for her character as well as her work; 

may they raise for her a )trde memorial in the per- 
petuation in their own lives of the gifts she gave 


freely to her Master for China! 


The New Archdeacon. To fill the post left 
vacant by the retirement of Archdeacon Boreham, 
after consultation with Bishop Song I have 
appointed the Rev. V. H. Donnithorne. In any 


case I feel it is fitting that as Mission Secretary 


he should occupy a definite position in the Diocese, 
but his many years of devoted and zealous service 
as the senior missionary in the western area suffice 
of themselves to mark him out as the natural 


occupant of the office. 


Ceneral. In spite ad the serious dislocation of 
life and work in the west of the Diocese, and until 
recently in the north as well, there is a vast amount 


of steady work going on in other parts. Through- 


out the congregations in the east, conditions are 
largely normal, and the usual activities are rong 
forward with greater zeal as the troubles have 
receded. It is probable that in the north also im- 
provement will gradually take place; the workers 
are only too keen to resume their labours. There 


will be much material loss to face, but there will 


also be, in as many places as we can reach, ample 
opportunity for the preaching of the Gospel mes- 
sage which, after all, is the only way of true peace 
for this reople i in their distress. 


Yours in Christ’s service, 
JOHN HOoLpeEn, 


Bishop. 
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PAONING AFTER THE REDS. 


[Copy of letter from Mr. P’u, Principal of Boys’. 
School, Paoning. | 


‘‘T reached Paoning on 24th 


a peaceful journey. First of all, I proceeded to tha 
house of Li Hsiang-yiiin, and found them all well, 

but the goods and chattels deposited in his home 

by friends and relations had all been looted and lost. — 
On reaching Paoning, I learnt that my mother, Ong 
' Fuh-hsing’s mother, and Keo Uen-hua’s family, 
after the arrival of the Reds, lived for a few days on — 
the south side of the river, but. finding their position . 

untenable, removed to the city. My mother lived 
in the Boys’ School with the caretaker and his 
wife (Lao Chan), while. the others went to their — 
own homes, all being kept in peace. For this mercy © 
I am indeed thankful, thus making the loss of the 
many things deposited i in the homes of Ii and Yang 
scarcely worth mentioning. 


“As to Pantin Keo’s. and Bishop Ku’s homes, 
much damage was done, books strewn everywhere, 
and articles destroyed. “Some windows in the 
Cathedral have been broken, lamps all missing and — 
the pews upturned. The font has a small corner 
knocked off, and the satin lining of the Holy Com- 
munion table with all the kneelers has been stolen. 


** One inexplicable thing is that on the walls at 
either end of the Communion. Table there have been 
pasted Scripture texts, similar to the posting of 
texts in our preaching shops. In the vestry, the | 
portrait of Bishop Cassels has been destroyed, and 
outside, the Bishop’s tombstone has been broken 
into three pieces and damaged beyond repair. 


~ © The articles out of the hospital took five days 
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to remove, and filled seven boats. The damage to 
articles in the Bishop’s Hoyse was also great. The 
Theological College was made the headquarters ee 
the Soviet Government. The Boys’ School having 
Lao Chan as caretaker was in some measure pre- 
served. The big wall clock was stolen from the 
school, but recovered from a place opposite, and— 
only small damage done to furniture. The books, 
however, were thrown about, and. the most valuable, 
such as ‘encyclopzedias, are missing, including my 
own private library. At the Girls’ School, the 
damage is also considerable. As to lost articles in 


the hands or homes of the people, they are to be 


deposited with the Public Safety Society and listed, 
and after a certain time sold by auction for the 


public benefit. 


Of the Christians, none have bodily 
harm except one, a man named Ho, who being an 
artisan ( carpenter) was appointed by the Reds as 
head of a Looting Committee. Although he secretly 
warned Suen Yiin-t’ien, Su, Tu Pao-san, and Li | 
Hsiang-yiiin to hide away, yet, having been too 
prominent in looting, he was accused by several 1 men 
when troops arrived, and shot. 


s Although the Reds were in the city only 
fifteen days, scarcely a single house escaped loss, 
the well-to-do suffering the worst. As to the loss 
of life, this is now being investigated, and seven 
pits have been discovered i in the silk factory of the 


- Nien family. Photographs have been taken of the 
_ bodies which show scars as from burning—(here 
follow some revolting details indicating torture and 


extremely cruel treatment of the victims). 


‘* At present, the main body of the Communists 
has gone west, and troops from the north are follow- 
ing. There are said to be sixty t’uan (regiments) 
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of military in the T’ong Ch’tian-Mienyang area. 
Paoning is now safe, but foodstuffs are scarce, and 
help in this respect from down river 1s imperative. 
At present, I am not collecting the damaged articles 
on our premises, but waiting till the authorities in- 
vestigate, and we ourselves take photographs. The 
Roman Catholic premises were damaged by a bomb. 


The body of a Communist has been buried in the. 


Cathedral grounds.” 


STATION NOTES. 


[Readers will understand that, with the fre- 
quent and rapid changes in the situation in Western 
China, it is impossible to make sure that the follow- 
ing notes are really up-to-date. In the main, they 
are printed just as received from the field.—EKd. | 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). Tanishan. 

The advance of the Reds was so sudden that 
- Pastor Keo was nearly caught, but just managed 
to escape. The previous pages give an account of 
the damage done during their occupation. After the 
Reds had gone farther west, all the mission 
premises, including the Cathedral, were occupied 
by the military until they also moved on.° Mr. 
Hannah and Dr. Gray have since visited the station, 
and report that it is hoped that the premises will 


now be kept free of the military for a time at least. 


Day 2. Ts’ien-Fuh-Ch’ang. 


This district is now free from the Communists 
but nothing is known yet of conditions there. — 


} 
: 
BE 
4 
| 
| 


Day 3. Sintientsi. 


This district is also now free from Reds. 


Bes 4. Kwangyuan. Chienchow. 


The Reds occupied both these cities and we 
have no news of present conditions there. 3 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 


This large district is now free from Reds, and 
some Christians have gone back with such help as 
we have been able to give them from special funds. 
It 1s said that the Men’s House has been burned, 
only the shell standing, and the church likewise, 
but the Ladies’ House has not suffered so much. 


Day 6. Nanpu. Futsunyi. Sinchenpa. 


Nanpu was the first city to be captured’ by the 
Communists when they crossed the Kialing River 
and made their great drive west. Everything in 
the Mission House has gone and the church has 
been absolutely stripped bare of everything—pews, 
pulpit, Communion table, chairs—all were taken for 
firewood, probably by local people. 


Futsunyi. MRetreating soldiers thoroughly 
looted the Ladies’ House here and Miss Culverwell 
and Miss Lloyd lost a great deal, though they 
managed themselves to escape. Thev are now at 
Chungking. 


Day T. -Yingshan. 


The Rev. John Wang has been carrying on 
here. For a long time the Reds were very near the 
city; now the people are rejoicing that they have 
gone, and not only so, but that the soldiers have 
-gonealso. It seems too to be true. 


| 
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Chowkow. Bishop Holden was here for March 
31st when three men and six women were confirmed. 


The next day he went on to Yingshan and that after- 


noon came the news that the Reds had crossed the | 


Kialing River, captured Nanpu, and that Shunking 
was in danger. Mr. Denham at once went to 
Shunking to help, and the Bishop arrived a day or 
so later from Yingshan. It was decided that all 
ladies should leave and after some very hectic days 
the party left in four boats for Chungking, Mr. 
Denham being deputed to escort them. The onrush 
of the Reds was startling in its swiftness, and as 
stations in the west were threatened, Bishop Holden 
made a record trip back to Chengtu to give help 
and advice there. Meantime the boats proceeded 


down river. The poor orphans, about 70 of them, 


were packed on to one boat. The German ladies, 


Miss Wegerle, Miss Walldorf, Miss Fritsch, Miss 


-Begemann and Miss Buege decided to stay at 


Wusheng, a city which is worked as an out-station 


by the German ladies at Hochow, and after a week 


or so returned to Shunking. Miss Allen, Miss 
Warren and Miss Wilson got off at Hochow. The 
rest of the party, consisting of Mrs. Hannah and 
Mrs. Denham, Miss Culverwell and Miss Lloyd, 
Miss Gowar and Miss White went on to Chungking. 
Mr. Parsons and Miss Carpenter, who went over- 
land, were already there. Some days later Mr. and 
Mrs. Bazire and their two children came after a long 


and difficult journey from P’ingwu. Mr. and Mrs. 


Carpenter had been there for some months. Mr. 


Denham with Mr. Lloyd, who had helped in the 
evacuation, returned to Shunking, rejoining Mr. 


Hannah, Mr. Pateman and Drs. Gray and Parke. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


Most of the news is included in the above. 
Pastor Ren is doing a good work, but Shunking is 
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a great city and the problem is how to evangelise | 


it properly with inadequate forces. 
Days 9-12. The B.C.M.S. District. 


The Rev. S. M. Wang has gone to his old 
home near Kwangan and will work there. There is 
not much news to report from these stations, except 
that there has been encouragement at Kwangan and 
that Sunday ee there have increased. 


Day 21. P’ing-Wu. 

_ Mr. and Mrs. Bazire have been reluctantly com- 
pelled to leave their station for the time being, — 
owing to the advance of the Red armies, and prayer 
is asked for the Christians there during this time 


gi of trial, that their faith may not fail. 


Day 22. Ghongpa. 


The Communists are very strong i in and acouinid 


_ this city, but most ofthe inhabitants were able to 


get away safely. The Christians, like those of many 
other places, are now scattered. Please pray for 


them. 


Day 23. Mienchow. 
Although not actually in occupation here, the 


Reds are within a very short distance, and prac- 
— tically all the civilian population has left the city. 


The missionaries, together with the Chinese Prin- 
cipal of the C.M. s. School, succeeded in moving all 
the boys and girls to Sintu, and later to Chengtu. 
The Rev. S. H. Wu carried out the difficult task 
of evacuating such a large party of students and 
teachers with his usual cheerfulness and courage: 
there was no agitation or panic. The Rev. H. E. 
Keo, the Pastor in charge of the station, has been 


‘called to pass through ereat sorrow in the loss of 
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his only son, Keo P’ing-an, who was killed by 
robbers on the same road over whi ch the school 


party had passed safely on the previous day. 


Day 24. Anhsien. 


Mr. Moh Hsii-kuang, formerly of Chongkiang,. 
recently took up the work in this city. At the time 
these notes were written, the Reds. were perilously 
near, but he was still at his post, and wrote cheer- 
fully of the opportunities for evangelism in the 


countty. Prayer is asked that the situation may — 


improve so that he may be able to continue the work 


without hindrance. 


This city being on a direct route from Chongpa, 
a large number of the inhabitants have left. The > 
hospital was temporarily occupied by soldiers after 
the departure of the missionaries, but they have 
now gone and Dr. Ho has been able to return and 


take possession. The church compound has also 


been entered by soldiers, who were reported to be 
living in the missionaries’ residences. The Rev. 
T. C. Lin is still there, and as he is well known 
and respected in ‘military circles, we hope he will 
be able to prevent looting and plunder. 
Day 26. Tehyang. 

Mr. Hsiong Kwang-iao has been cited to move 
to this city from Mienchu. The church here has 
beenggoing through a period of lukewarmness, and © 


_ prayers are asked that the spiritual life may be 


revived and deepened. 


Vins y 27. Hanchow. 


Generals Ch’en and T’ao of the 28th yeas 
have opened a school for officers’ Wives, and 
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appointed two Chinese Christian women as principal 
and vice-principal. An orphanage is also being 
opened in the city, and the magistrate has decided 
to appoint a Christian at the head of this because, 
he says, ‘* For work of this kind the most important 
qualification is a loving heart.’’ 


Day 28. Sintu. 

_ Pastor Wang, who has recently been appointed. 
to this church, showed a most unselfish attitude 
when the Mienchow teachers and students descended 
upon him so suddenly, and rendered all the help in 
his power to make the premises suitable for them. 
This involved giving up some of the rooms that he 
and his family were occupying, which he did 
willingly and cheerfully. His calm confidence and 
simple trust in God were a great help to the young 


Day 29.. Chongkiang,. | 

Pastor Chang from Mienchu has now been 
transferred to this city. Though in the danger area, 
there has been no actual occupation by the Reds 
vet. Many of the imhabitants have left, and the 
Pastor has sent away his family; but it is hoped 
that they will soon be able to return. This church | 
continues to be one. of the keenest evangelistic 
groups in the district, and prayer is asked that the 
present unrest may not hinder the work. 


Day 30. Chengtu. 
_ Opportunities for evangelistic work have been 
developing in: i-Fang-Kai district; the 


women’s and children’s meetings are growing, and 


Bible study classes are well attended. The value 
of Bishop Song’s work among Government school 
students can hardly be overestimated ; and the large 
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gatherings which he holds from time to time for 


those who really wish to study the Bible are quite 
unique. | 


The proposed Higher Grade Women’s Bible 
Training School has not materialised, owing to lack 
of students; but the agitation has done good, for 
it has set girls thinking about it. 


In spite of the present disturbances, mission- 


aries and Chinese Christians have never been more 


conscious of the presence of the living Christ in 
China than at this time. Men and women are being 
won in the face of unparalleled difficulties; and the 
attitude of non-Christians is very different from 
what it was a few years ago. Because of the light 


shining so steadily in their midst, officials in many 


places, as at Hanchow, are learning to see things 
from a standpoint which is essentially Christian. | 
The spirit of Christ is beginning to permeate society 
and to create a public opinion which is paving the 
way for a wider propagation of the Gospel. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


It is with very great regret that we have to 
report the death of Miss Darby as the result of an | 
attack of typhus. She was greatly valued by her 
fellow-workers, and will be very much missed. — 


We have also to record our deep sympathy with 
the Rev. and Mrs. A. F. Lutley in. the death, at 
Chefoo, of their little son, Jamie, after an attack 
of pneumonia; and in the loss of Mr. Lutley’s 
mother, who had been ill for some time past. 
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Much sympathy will be felt also with Dr. 
_Lawrence and his mother in the death of Colonel 
T. E. Lawrence. The boat on which Dr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence were ,travelling down river was attacked 
by brigands, who. relieved them of their money and 
other possessions. The Rev. and Mrs. F. Purchas, 
who had only been married just before leaving, 
were on the same boat, and also suffered loss, in- 
cluding that of Mrs. Purchas’ engagement ‘and 
wedding rings. | 


The Rev. C. B. Hannah was hoping to visit 
Paoning and Pachow to see whether it would be safe 
for missionaries to return to these centres. The 
German Sisters, who evacuated Shunking with the 
other missionaries, have now been able to return 
there and have re-opened the schools. | 


The Rev. G. H. Aldis has returned to Chefoo 
to continue his teaching work in the School for 
- Missionaries’ Children until the end of the year. 


The Rev. K. C. Phillips and Mr. A. = 
Crockett, two new recruits, have proceeded to 
Fengkieh, where they will continue their study of 
the language until they are able to go to the 
stations, more in the interior of the Province, to 
which they have been designated. _ 


Miss Thow, another new recruit, has been 
‘designated to Kaihsien. 


Miss C. E. Wells, Miss C. E. Belcher, Miss E. 
Fugl and Miss E. GC. Elder have all arrived in Eng- 
land on furlough, and Miss Fugl has since pro- 
ceeded to her home-in: Denmark. Archdeacon and 
Mrs. V. H. Donnithorne were aia to reach 
England at the end of June. 


“Archbishop Mowll writes: “Ii we 
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are more concerned about West China affairs than 
ever, and hungrily read the ‘“‘ Bulletin ’’ and all 
letters with news. But this year has been 
impossibly crowded, and we have been kept so busy 


moving from one engagement to the next, or pre- 


paring for the next address, that each day every- 
thing possible has had to be left to the next day, 
and so on. ...”’ In the midst of such a busy 


life, it will be readily understood that neither the 


Archbishop nor Mrs. Mowll have much time to 
spare for personal letters; but they are still one 
with all friends of West China in their prayerful 
interest in the work there. ee | 


DAY OF PRAYER AND GIFTS | 


It has been evident, from a number of letters 
received, that the institution of a Day of Praver 


and Gifts on behalf of the funds of the Diocesan 


Association, instead of having a stall at the Com- 
bined Sale for Foreign Missions, has been generally 
welcomed; and we are very grateful to all who 
heped to make the change a financial success. 


- Actually, about £18 more has been received. 


At the Holy Communion service conducted by the 
Rev. A. Taylor, who so kindly allowed the use of | 
St. Bride’s Church for the purpose, special prayers | 
for the Bishop and his fellow-workers, and for all 
who are going through such a time of sadness and 
difficulty in the Diocese just now, were led by the 
Rev. W. H. Aldis; and a most helpful address was | 
given by the Rev. B. W. Isaac. The service was 
followed by a meeting of the General Committee of 
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19 
the Association; and then, at 3 p.m., by the Annual 
Meeting held in the Assembly Room of the Central 
Hall, Westminster. The Rev. E. Hayward, Head- 


master of Monkton Combe School, Bath, was in the 
chair, and specially welcomed the missionaries 


| present. 


In presenting the audited accounts for the year 
1934-5, the Hon. Treasurer reported with very great 
thankfulness to God that the year had closed with ~ 
a balance in hand slightly larger than that with 
which it had been begun; but he also pointed out 
that the total amount of subscriptions and donations 
had declined by £214, so that it was only by a cur- 
tailment of expenditure that this result had been 
made possible. He begged all iriends of West 
China to give as generously as possible during the ~ 
coming year, so that the Association may be 
enabled to send still further help to the Bishop i in 
‘a time of real need. 


Tlie first ems was given by the Rev. H. W. 
(C.I.M.), recently returned from the 
Diocese. He observed that while all missionary 
work was really and truly a warfare, this was. 
specially true in a disturbed district such as Western 
China; vet, as ‘‘ the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal,’’ we are really on the winning side. The 
dominant fact of the situation has been Communism, 
but to that has been added militarism, and the con- 
diti have been such as to render it practically 
impossible at times to carry on organised evangel- 
istic work. In all this time of. strain, Bishop 
Holden had proved himself a towér of strength; he 
was clearly the very man for the hour and for the 
work. Moreover, during all this time of indescrib- 
able distress, there were those among the Chinese 


Christians and leaders who had stood steadfast and 
faithful. 
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The Rev. F. Boreham (formerly Archdeacon i in 
Western Szechwan) said that the spirit of confidence 
and hope that was abroad only a short time ago 


with regard to the work had now been. turned to 


a feeling of dismay. In the C.M.S. .area, all the 
stations had been evacuated by missionaries save 
one. In the case of the missionaries, it was possible 


to leave ‘‘ until this tyranny be overpast, ” and 


they were indeed obliged by the authorities to do 


so; but in the case of the ‘Chinese, there was no 


place to which they could flee, and they had no 
remedy for the terrible state of affairs at present 
existing. Yet the appalling ravage of Communism 
itself shows how greatly China needs the Gospel. 

‘Communism has no real help to pass on to China; 
it is but an experiment in desperation. The very 
terror of Communism is bringing a greater call 
than ever for that Gospel which is the only way of 
hope and salvation.’’ The outlook for the immediate 
future is dark; but the day will surely come when 
once more the missionaries will return. In the 
meantime, we are called to a strong and courageous 
faith in God and to continue instant in prayer. 


The Chaise. in closing, said that a very 
graphic picture of the present situation had been 
given. One result of that gathering would cer- 


_ tainly be renewed and more urgent intercession for 


those who had suffered and were still suffering in 
Western China. They would send a message of 
cheer and support to the Bishop as he remained. 
among his people. ‘‘ We believe that God is over 
all, and that He must reign.. We cannot explain 
why things are as they are, but His message to 
us at this time is, In quietness and confidence shall 
be your strength. ’ God has done great things for 
us, and He will yet do as ‘great or even oreater 
things.”? 


> 
a 
i 
| 
& 
| 
| j 
eV 
> 


21 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


The needs of Western China will continue to 


be remembered at the 


undermentioned regular 


_ Prayer Meetings at which any who can attend will 


be welcome :— 

St. Stephen’s, E. Putney 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon 
Haling Hall, Croydon 
St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 
Thorsden, Guildford Road, 


Woking 
Christ Church, Beckenham... 


St. James’, Dover ... 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... 
Dunston, Lincs. 
Christ Church, 


Richmond ... 
(Surrey) 


Parish Church, Sevenoaks... 
St. John’s, Ealing ... 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket 
Union Hall, Dover ... 
Reigate Parish Church _... 
Christ Church, Barnet 
Ferndown, Dorset... 
St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 


Ist Tuesday, afternoon. 


.. Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
.. lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. 


Ist Saturday, evening. 
Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. . 
3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
.. Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
.. Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 


Fridays, 8 p.m. (excect Ist 
Friday). 


Fridays (two meetings). 


.. Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 


Fridays, 7 p-m. 


.. Friday, evening. 
.. Saturdays, evening. . 


4th Saturday. 


eee 
eee 
eee 
j 
*, 


PRAYER CYCLE. 


1. LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
2. TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

3. SINTIENTSI. 

4. KWANGYUAN, CHIENCHOW. 

5. PACHUNG (PACHOW). 
6 


NANPU, FU-TSUEN-I, SINCHENPA. 
-YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 

9. KWANGAN. 

10. YOCH’IH. 

11. KUAN-IN-KOH. 

13. CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 

It 15. TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 

16. LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 

17. KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 

18. WANHSIEN. SHIH 

FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 

MOWCHOW. 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), SUNGPAN. 

. CHONGPA. 

MIENCHOW. 

ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. 

CHONGKIANG. 

CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPBCIAL SUBJECTS ROR INTERCESSION 


AND THANKSGIVING. 


LET US THANK GOD 

For Miss Darby’s life and work in West. China: 

For answered prayer in the blessing given on the visit 
to the Diocese of the Bethel Band, and of the Rev. and 
Mrs. F. Houghton. 

_ For the improvement reported in conditions in the east 


and north of the Diocese; and that, in spite of the serious 
dislocation of life and work in the western area at present, 


there is so much steady work going on in other parts, with 


so many opportunities for the preaching of the Gospel. 

For His preserving eare of missionaries and Chinese 
Christians during the evacuation of their stations; and for 
the faithful steadfastness of Chinese workers who are still 
carrying on in the danger zone. 

For His gracious provision of funds through the 
Diocesan Association during the past financial year; and 
for His blessing on the Day of Prayer and Gifts. 

_ For new recruits designated to work in the Diocese. 


For all that Bishop Holden’s leadership is meaning 
for the work in these anxious days. . 


LET US PRAY 


That God will over-rule in all the difficulties and dis- 
turbances of the present time in China; and especially 
that peace and order may be restored in Szechwan so that 


the return of missionaries and others to the evacuated 


stations may soon become possible. 

For special guidance for the Bishop and other leaders 
in their lanning for the future of the work, and for the 
evacua missionaries in their time of waiting. | 

For Dr. Ho and Pastor Lin at Mienchu, Pastor Keo 
at Mienchow, and others, that they may be able to continue 


_ their work without further interruption or danger. 


For all the refugees and others who have suffered so 
much from the Red advance; and especially for those who 
have lost members of their families. 

For missionaries now on furlough from the Diocese, 
and especially those engaged in deputation work, that God 
will use their witness to call out more prayer and help 
for the work in West China. 

That God will graciously continue to supply all the 
Anancial needs, through the gifts of His children. | 
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PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE OP © 
WESTERN CHINA. | 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 
that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants _ 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible _ 
women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have 


- happened turn out -to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 


servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful — 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and 


distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. Restore any-who through fear of man, the love 
_ of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 


or lost their first love; and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 
that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth ee 

the whole of Western China. | 


We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 


workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 


them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. | 
Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and — 
grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast _ 
called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 


PAINTED IN) ENGLAND. 
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CHUNGKING | To 


THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN CHINA IN THE PROVINCE OF SZECHWAN 
N.B. The Church Army also has representatives, working under the C.M.S. in the Western Area. | 
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